
 

88 Instruments 
A boy who loves to make noise gets to pick only one instrument (at his parents' urging) in a music store, but there 
is too much to choose from! There are triangles and sousaphones, guitars and harpsichords, bagpipes and cellos 
and trombones! How can he find the one that is just right for him out of all those options? 

Hardback:  $19.50 

 

The Amazing Age of John Roy Lynch 
John Roy Lynch spent most of his childhood as a slave, but the Emancipation Proclamation and the end of the Civil 
War promised African Americans in the South the freedom to work and learn as they saw fit. While many people 
there were unhappy with the changes, John Roy thrived in the new era. He was appointed to serve as Justice of the 
Peace and at age 25 was elected into the United States Congress, where he worked to ensure that the people he 
represented were truly free.                                                                                                 

Hardback:  $18.40 

 

Book or Bell? The Story of a Boy, a Great Book, and a Bell 
The first page has Henry hooked. The second page has him captivated. The third page . . 
BBBBRRRRIIIIINNNNNGGGGG!. . . will have to wait. That is, unless Henry ignores the bell, stays put, and keeps on 
reading the most awesome book. By not springing up with the ringing of the bell, Henry sets off a chain reaction 
unlike anything his school or town has ever seen. Luckily, Mayor Wise, Governor Bright, and Senator Brilliant 
know exactly what the situation calls for: A louder bell. MUCH louder. 

Hardback:  $18.40 

 

The Day-Glo Brothers 
You know those fluorescent oranges and yellows and greens that you see every day on traffic cones, safety vests, 
highlighters, and so on? A hundred years ago, those colors didn't even exist. The Day-Glo Brothers is the story of 
the guys who invented those colors while they were in their teens and 20s back during the Depression and World 
War II. It all started with a magic act and an accident at the ketchup factory... 

Hardback:  $21.60 

 

Dazzle Ships 
During World War I, British and American ships were painted with bold colors and crazy patterns from bow to 
stern. Why would anyone put such eye-catching designs on ships? Desperate to protect ships from German 
torpedo attacks, British lieutenant-commander Norman Wilkinson proposed what became known as dazzle. 
These stunning patterns and colors were meant to confuse the enemy about a ship's speed and direction. By the 
end of the war, more than four thousand ships had been painted with these mesmerizing designs. 

Hardback:  $21.60 

 

The Nutcracker Comes to America 
Every December, The Nutcracker comes to life in theaters all across the United States. But how did this 19th-
century Russian ballet become such a big part of the holidays in 21st-century America? Meet Willam, Harold, and 
Lew Christensen, three small-town Utah boys who caught the ballet bug from an uncle in the early 1900s. Russian 
immigrants shared the story of The Nutcracker with them, and during World War II, they staged their own 
Christmastime production in San Francisco. It was America's first full-length version and the beginning of a 
delightful holiday tradition. 

Hardback:  $21.60 

 

Shark vs. Train 
If you think Superman vs. Batman would be an exciting matchup, wait until you see Shark vs. Train. In this 
hilarious and wacky picture book, Shark and Train egg each other on for one competition after another, including 
burping, bowling, Ping Pong, piano playing, pie eating, and many more! Who do YOU think will win, Shark or 
Train?  
 
Hardback:  $20.50       Paperback:  $7.50 

 

Whoosh! Lonnie Johnson’s Super-Soaking Stream of Inventions 
A cool idea with a big splash! You know the Super Soaker. It's one of the top twenty toys of all time. And it was an 
accidental discovery that brought it into being. Trying to create a new cooling system for refrigerators and air 
conditioners, inventor Lonnie Johnson instead created the mechanics for the iconic toy. Lonnie demonstrated 
persistence and a passion for problem solving that became the cornerstone of his career as an engineer and his 
work with NASA. But it is Lonnie's invention of the Super Soaker water gun that has made the most memorable 
splash in popular culture. 

Hardback:  $18.30 
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